[laqiiil]
rugjaxy

CULTURAL AFFAIRS

2023 pawiy 13
2024 pilir 21

13" December 2023
21 January 2024

ISLAMIC ART
FESTIVAL

WLLWIFESTATIONS

2
— T
G~

~

¥

www.sdc.gov.ae | @ @ @ sharahculture | #SIAF

AL 50 1 ydad

P FA (P W -5 S (R (P3N0
Atodluw G gl Gl yg0
25355948

elagy¥1 - 01 scatl

2023 yeowal3

21445 J3o¥1 gslax 29

Issued by Department of Culture
Directorate of Cultural Affairs - Sharjah
Islamic Arts Festival

25" Edition

Issue 01- Wednesday

13 December 2023

29 Jumada al-Awwal 1445 AH




LS tnbLit . gl£4)g3 gjaa . @ralnill j$ja-1971. dasall Gy . ball @alw . ggiall adjLill waia .

Sharjah Art Museum . Calligraphy Square . House of Wisdom . 1971-Design Space . Khorfakkan Amphitheatre . Kalba Beach

ISL




Ad,yLad (2 A DX ( gial!
Islamic arts in Sharjah
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Over the course of twenty-five years, the Sharjah Islamic Arts Festival has been a distinctive
artistic event. It has reinstated these authentic arts to their global status alongside other
beautiful forms of art. As the festival contributes to enhancing the presence of Islamic art,
it is all thanks to the patronage of His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi,
Member of the Federal Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, affirming the importance of arts
as a bridge to bring people together and communicate through a unified language of creativity
and art.

The new edition starts in a renewed format, continuing the vision of His Highness the Ruler of
Sharjah in striving for a humanistic dialogue rooted in a cultural and artistic project in Sharjah.
The current 25th edition of the festival continues the festival>s affirmation of the importance of
highlighting Islamic arts through Emirati, Arab, and international contributions, indicating the
festival's openness to diverse experiences from all countries worldwide.

This current edition of the festival is themed «Manifestations,» a word laden with profound
aesthetic and intellectual significance, open to multiple interpretations varying among artists.
Thus, the festival endeavors to embrace a diverse array of artistic expressions, endeavoring
to encapsulate the theme’s vitality through various artistic presentations while preserving the
intrinsic authenticity of Islamic arts.
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Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer

Director of Cultural Affairs Directorate at the Department of Culture
Director of Islamic Arts Festival
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132 events & 319 artworks by 50 artists

Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer, Director of Cultural Affairs Directorate at the Department
of Gulture in Sharjah, and Director of the Islamic Arts Festival, announced during the press
conference that the twenty-fifth edition will include 132 events, including exhibitions, ar-
tistic workshops, and lectures, hosted by the Department of Culture in cooperation with 18
entities in Sharjah. Among them: the House of Wisdom in Sharjah, the Union of Arab Photog-
raphers, the Emirates Photography Society, the Emirates Fine Arts Society, and other cultural
institutions in Sharjah.

He pointed out that these activities comprise 47 exhibitions housed by the Sharjah Art Mu-
seum, Sharjah Calligraphy Museum, Khorfakkan Amphitheatre, Kalba Beach, Emirates Soci-
ety for the Art of Arabic Calligraphy and Islamic Ornamentation, and other exhibition venues
in the emirate.

Al Qaseer highlighted the most prominent countries participating in the festival, he said
“This yeans festival participate around 50 artists from 25 Arab countries, prominently led
by the UAE, with extensive contributions. Other contributions extend across various Arab
nations such as Iraq, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Palestine, Kuwait, Syria, Lebanon, Bahrain, and
Jordan, alongside foreign countries like Spain, Poland, Turkey, Colombia, the United King-
dom, France, Germany, Argentina, Japan, Russia, Kazakhstan, and more.

The festival director said that the artists are set to present 319 artistic pieces encompassing
installations, calligraphy, murals, and paintings in classical calligraphy and ornamentation.
Additionally, 81 artistic workshops will be organized, accompanied by visual presentations
displaying diverse artistic experiences. He also added that the festival hosts over 80 guests,
including media personals, lecturers, calligraphers, and art workshops supervisors.
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His Excellency Abdullah Mohammed Al Owais, Chairman of the Department of Culture in Sharjah,
and Mr. Mohammed Ibrahim Al Qaseer, Director of the Directorate of Cultural Affairs at the De-

partment of Culture, and the Director of Islamic Arts Festival, were briefed on the preparations of
the twenty-fifth edition of SIAF at the Sharjah Art Museum, in addition to other sites.
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Intensive preparations
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The launch of Islamic Arts Festival is preceded by weeks of long preparations, as artists
begin installing their artworks in several locations in Sharjah. Whereas between the period
of preparations and the festival kick-off, many challenges are involved, as the participants
seem to be in a race against time to complete their work, surrounded by atmosphers of joy
and hard work.

One tour at the Sharjah Art Museum is enough to demonstrate the extent of intense prepa-
rations that are going on for the launch of the twenty-fifth edition of Sharjah Islamic Arts
Festival, which this year comes under the theme “Manifestations,”, whereas the museum
hosts the visual projects of more than 30 artists. In addition, other sites in Sharjah are
proudly hosting some of the remarkable artistic installations within the festival, and these
sites include the Calligraphy Square, House of Wisdom, Khorfakkan Amphitheatre,and Kalba
Beach, as these locations appeared to be artistic work sites, filled with artists accompanied
by their equipments, and pieces of work.
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Islamic Arts Festival 2023 Programme. From 13 December 2023 till 21 January 2024. The festival hosts

several workshops held by artists from different countries of the world.
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